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What is disability?

There are many types of disabilities, such as those 
that affect a person’s:

•Vision
•Movement
•Thinking
•Remembering
•Learning
•Communicating
•Hearing
•Mental health
•Social relationships

https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/disability.html



What is disability?

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/disability-and-health



What is disability?

physicians from different countries report concerns

about their ability to provide quality care for disabled patients

through the inclusion and support of medical students with 

disabilities



u Disability-related questions
u Burnout
u Empathy
u Personal-related measures
u Learning environment 

measures
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Discussion

1.The study investigated the association between empathy, 
burnout, program access, and disability among medical students.

2.Disabled students were less likely to have low empathy 
compared to their peers without disabilities, despite experiencing 
high levels of burnout symptoms.

3.Program access played a crucial role in reducing burnout and 
disengagement among students with disabilities.

4.Disabled students with program access did not differ from 
students without disabilities in terms of high disengagement and 
reported preserved empathy.

5.Lived experience of disability may be a protective factor that 
increases empathy among medical students with disabilities.
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ü Structural barriers, such as 
conflicts of interest, lack of 
expertise, and outdated 
disability disclosure systems, 
need to be addressed to support 
students with disabilities.

ü Longitudinal studies are needed 
to explore the stability of 
empathy throughout medical 
school for students with 
disabilities.
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